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Abstract

Yuan-Zhigian (thereinafter referred to as Patriarch Yuan) is the 12" generation of I-Kuan-Dao’s
Latter Eastern Patriarchs. He is the pioneer of I-Kuan-Dao’s universal propagation, thereby
occupying an important position in the history of I-Kuan-Dao.

Patriarch Yuan was born around 1760, in Longli County of Guizhou province. During the

Jiaging period of the Qing dynasty, he inherited the lineage of Tao from the 11"

generation patriarch,
He-Ruo, in his birth province. Thereafter, Patriarch Yuan propagated Tao in Guizhou, Yunnan,
Sichuan and Shaanxi; and travelled to Western Sichuan four times. He eventually chanted Lian-Hua-
Dao-Ge to enlighten Xu and Yang, who inherited the lineage of Tao to jointly become the 13%
generation patriarchs. However, both of them faced political persecution two years later, and
subsequently returned to heaven. Patriarch Yuan thus resumed the leadership role in the Tao
community, and the work of Tao flourished once again.

Patriarch Yuan had five main disciples represented by each of the Five Elements. When Patriarch
Yuan returned to heaven, the Tao community was managed by one of his main disciples, Elder Fire
Chen-Huojing. However, Elder Fire, Elder Earth, and Elder Wood faced persecution within the next
few years and returned to heaven, and the Tao community was headed by Elder Water Peng-Yifa and
Elder Metal Lin-Yimi. Following their passing, some of the disciples formed their own sects, and
went their separate ways. Heavenly Mater then mandated the establishment of a new Tao center,
Dong-Zhen-Tang, to ensure the continuation of Tao’s lineage, and also act as a platform to start the
universal salvation of sentient beings.

Patriarch Yuan’s era was known as Xian-Xiu-Hou-De. In other words, his disciples needed to
first refine their cultivation through the practice of Jiu-Jie-Xuan-Gong before they were able to
receive the Three Treasures. During the course of this nine-stage cultivation, they had to successfully
complete three rituals on three separate occasions, each time receiving one of the three treasures. The
first treasure, Xuan-Guan, was regarded as the most important among the three, and such an emphasis
constitutes one significant difference between I-Kuan-Dao and the Taoist community. Therefore, this
paper disagrees with researchers who state that Xian-Tian-Dao inherits the alchemy cultivation
method of Quan-Zhen-Dao. In addition, the offerings and rituals of I-Kuan-Dao not only conform to
He-Tu, Luo-Shu, and the principles behind the formation and destruction of heaven and earth; but
also imply the practice of Jiu-Jie-Xuan-Gong.

Xuan-Guan, a secret treasure bestowed upon by Heavenly Mater, was regarded as the basis of

cultivation during Patriarch Yuan’s time. There was also a unification of the cultivation methods

v



followed by the three main religions, making it necessary to observe Buddhist precepts, adhere to
Confucian etiquettes, and practice Taoism alchemy.

In order for Tao to be universally propagated, Patriarch Yuan promoted cultivation in the daily
life, and encouraged men, women, old, and young to all cultivate. Owing to the nature of his Tao
community, Patriarch Yuan established guidelines governing the cultivation of men and women, and
have code of conduct in place to prevent them from crossing the line. He drew up operating
procedures to ensure smooth functioning of the Tao community, and decided on the rules and rituals
to be observed. On top of these, he also created various titles, and wrote many doctrines to guide his
disciples. His teachings were later collected and compiled into several books, among which Jin-Bu-
Huan has the most complete content. Even after Patriarch Yuan’s passing, he led the propagation of
Tao through the sand writing to ensure that the Tao community continued to expand under the
leadership of his disciples.

This paper gathers and organizes information on Patriarch Yuan’s era, and makes comparison
among information derived from the various sects of Xian-Tian-Dao, the Qing dynasty official
archives, and [-Kuan-Dao holy scriptures as well as written doctrines left behind by the late patriarchs.
Upon further analysis, information from sources other than the Tao community show wide variations
— those from Xian-Tian-Dao sects contain incorrect and contradicting information, while those from
the Qing dynasty official archives contain inaccurate confessions and manipulated records.

Comparison and analysis of the collected data shows that the Tao community administered by
Patriarch Yuan is not the sect called Qing-Lian-Jiao as claimed by researchers and written in the Qing
dynasty memorials. Furthermore, a study of the various data also proves that Patriarch Wu-Jinglin,
the 10" generation of I-Kuan-Dao Latter Eastern Patriarchs, was not a follower of Luo-Jiao, Da-
Sheng-Jiao, nor any other sects. As such, the lineage passed down by Patriarch Wu-Jinglin to his
successor does not stem from those sects.

In conclusion, Patriarch Yuan is not related to Qing-Lian-Jiao, Da-Sheng-Jiao, and Luo-Jiao.
The branches of Xian-Tian-Dao discussed by researchers are actually communities formed by
Patriarch Yuan’s disciples who went their separate ways. The true lineage from Patriarch Yuan was

eventually handed down to Patriarch Wang-Jueyi during the early years of Guangxu period.

Key words: Yuan Zhiqian, Jin-Bu-Huan, I-Kuan-Dao, lineage of Tao, universal propagation of Tao,

Jiu-Jie-Xuan-Gong, Qing-Lian-Jiao, Quan-Zhen-Dao
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